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Objectives

The objective of the programme was to create awareness among students and faculty
members about higher education and research opportunities in the United States. The
session aimed to provide guidance on graduate admissions, scholarships, research
opportunities, funding, graduate assistantships, and career prospects.

Guest Speaker

The session was delivered by Dr. Ashokkumar M. Sharma, Associate Professor and
Graduate Coordinator, School of Engineering and Engineering Technology, The
University of Arkansas at Little Rock (UA Little Rock), USA.

Dr. Sharma has an outstanding academic and professional background spanning more
than two decades. He completed his B.E. in Mechanical Engineering from The Maharaja
Sayajirao University of Baroda, M.Tech. from Sardar Vallabhbhai National Institute of
Technology (SVNIT), Surat, and Ph.D. in Biosystems Engineering from Oklahoma State
University, USA. He subsequently served as a Postdoctoral Associate at the Bioeconomy
Institute, lowa State University, USA. He has been serving at UA Little Rock since 2016
and is currently an Associate Professor and Graduate Coordinator. Notably, Dr. Sharma
also served as a faculty member in the Department of Mechanical Engineering at SCET
during 2006-2007, making his visit a proud homecoming for the institution.

Programme Highlights

The programme commenced with a welcome address by Dr. Hardik Desai, Head of the
Department of Electrical Engineering, followed by the traditional floral welcome of the
guest speaker by Dr. Pankaj Gohil, Head of the Department of Mechanical
Engineering. The guest speaker was formally introduced before delivering the expert
lecture. The session was attended by faculty members and students from the Mechanical
and Electrical Engineering Departments.

During the lecture, Dr. Sharma shared valuable insights on:

e MS and PhD opportunities at The University of Arkansas at Little Rock (UA
Little Rock), USA.

e Research-based graduate education and career pathways.

e Graduate admissions process and application preparation.

e Funding opportunities, including Graduate, Teaching, and Research
Assistantships.

e Selection of graduate programmes and research advisors.

e Industry and academic career prospects after graduate studies.

o Emerging interdisciplinary research areas at UA Little Rock.

Drawing upon his academic and research experience, Dr. Sharma also guided students on

preparing competitive graduate applications, building research profiles, and planning
successful international careers.
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The lecture was followed by an interactive Question-and-Answer session, where students
and faculty members actively participated and sought guidance on higher education and
research opportunities in the United States.

After the technical session, Dr. Sharma met with Dr. Hiren Patel, Principal, SCET, and
Shri Ashishbhai Desai, Registrar, Sarvajanik University, to discuss opportunities for
future academic collaboration between Sarvajanik University and UA Little Rock,
including faculty research collaboration, joint seminars, student guidance for graduate
studies, faculty and student exchange programmes, and long-term institutional
partnerships. The programme concluded with the presentation of a memento to the guest
speaker, followed by the Vote of Thanks delivered by Dr. Hiren A. Shah, International
Relations & External Affairs Officer, SCET.

Outcome

The expert talk provided students with valuable exposure to graduate education,
research opportunities, funding mechanisms, and career pathways in the United States.
The interactive session enhanced students' understanding of the graduate admission
process and motivated them to pursue higher studies and research at internationally
reputed universities. The discussions with the Principal and Registrar also initiated
dialogue on strengthening international collaborations through faculty research,
academic exchanges, joint seminars, and future institutional partnerships between
Sarvajanik University and The University of Arkansas at Little Rock (UA Little
Rock), USA.

Photographs
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LIVING N LITTLE ROCK

Monthly Gost of Living in Little Rock

Little Rock is one of the most affordable US cities, apprax. 40% below the national a
Shared rent $450 - $600
A2bed2

uns $30010 51,200 3nd s usually 5pSt with a roommate. Complexes.
next to campus price below the citywide average.

Utilities and home internet $60 - $100
O

o
Mobile phone $15 - $40

unlimited data.

0 Groceries $150 - $250

e Free City transport for students
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Report Prepared by

Dr. Hiren A. Shah

International Relations & External Affairs Officer
International Relations Cell

Sarvajanik College of Engineering and Technology (SCET)
Sarvajanik University, Surat
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